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Xyan likes Jell-O, while Anthony prefers the 
noodles. Natilee and Xariya love the rice.  
But the children’s mom, Barbie, loves the fresh 
produce most of all. “My kids eat all the fruits 
and vegetables,” she says. “We could never 
afford this healthy food on our own, so I’m 
extremely grateful we can feed our kids the  
right way.”

The family is eating at University Settlement, 
one of our partner agencies in Southeast 
Cleveland. And as far as the kids are concerned, 
it’s a fun night out. “I really like coming here,” 
Natilee adds, “because I get to spend time with 
my family and friends and the food is good.”

Like many others in this blue-collar community, 
the family is struggling. But they know they 
aren’t alone. “There is a real sense of unity 
here,” Barbie explains. “The Food Bank and 
University Settlement brings everyone together. 
Knowing that there are people who care enough 
to help their struggling neighbors. It’s very 
encouraging. They’re giving us all hope.”

Barbie continues: “The people who donate have 
shown us a real kindness. I hope that kindness 
comes back to them some day.”

Thank you for giving this family healthy, 
nutritious food . . . and hope for a better 
future! 

Barbie is forever grateful for the kindness you’ve shown to 
her and her children . . .

15500 South Waterloo Road
Cleveland, OH 44110-0002
216.738.2265
GreaterClevelandFoodBank.org Working together to ensure that everyone in our 

communities has the nutritious food they need every day.F
B
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A MEMBER OF

OUR MISSION: 

Make a Difference 
for Your Hungry 
Neighbors this 
Summer

Many families make the most of warm weather with 

backyard barbecues and picnics at the park or lake. 

Some people pick fresh peaches, corn, blueberries,  

and other fresh produce. These are all wonderful  

traditions . . .

Unfortunately, these activities are out of reach 

for many of our neighbors struggling financially 

— especially parents dealing with food insecurity. 

Because free or reduced-price lunches and most other 

community school-based programs break for summer, 

this season can be extremely challenging. Many 

working families face the added expense of childcare 

in summer, stretching their limited resources to the 

breaking point.

Please help feed hungry children and 
families this summer.

In 2016, we provided more than 50 million meals to 

hungry neighbors.  This year, we’re providing nutritious 

meals at over 100 summer meal sites for children at 

risk of going hungry.

But we can’t do this without kind friends like you!

Every dollar you give provides four wholesome, 

nutritious meals. That means every gift touches 

many lives.

Just think of what this food means to families 

struggling with unemployment or overwhelmed by 

bills. Your generosity doesn’t just fill their stomachs 

with healthy food — you fill their hearts with gratitude.

Please help us help our neighbors . . . today. And thank 

you for your compassionate partnership with the 

Greater Cleveland Food Bank.

GIVING A FAMILY HEALTH . . . AND HOPE

Photo of Barbie and her family was taken at University Settlement.

For parents struggling to feed 
their children, summer is the 
toughest season.

A young boy at University Settlement.

The Greater Cleveland Food Bank is a licensed 501(c)(3) nonprofit corporation.

Every $1 you give provides four nutritious meals!
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Food for Thought
 Kristin Warzocha, President & CEO

Eden is thrilled. She’s receiving food at her 
school, Citizens Academy, a partner agency of 
the Greater Cleveland Food Bank. “This food is 
important because it’s helping me be strong 
and healthy!” she says, flexing her arms in a  
Mr. Universe pose. 

Like many children here, Eden’s family is 
struggling. There are too many bills and not 
enough resources. When money gets tight  
at the end of the month, food — especially  
the nutritious kind — is often the first thing  
to be sacrificed.

That’s why the Greater Cleveland Food Bank 
places such a strong emphasis on delivering 

Friends of the Food Bank are 
some of the most committed 
supporters of the Greater 
Cleveland Food Bank. They 
provide a recurring monthly 
gift, allowing us to budget 
more effectively, reduce 
expenses, and — most 
important — feed more hungry 
children, families, and seniors.

Please consider becoming a 
Friend of the Food Bank today. 
Visit GreaterClevelandFoodBank.org 
and click on the “Give Help” 
drop-down menu, then select 
“Monthly Giving.” Or, call 
216.738.2265 ext. 2102  
to sign up over the phone. 

healthy food to children, including fresh fruits 
and vegetables. Eden shares things like apples, 
carrots, and blueberries with her younger brothers. 
“They need it to be strong, too,” she explains.

On behalf of Eden and more than 21,091 other children in 
need that you are helping feed, thank you very much!

Friends of the 

Food Bank 
Ensure Hungry 
Families Can Eat

Eden at Citizens Academy

I’ll never forget the time a woman I’ll call “Jane” phoned us  

in a panic. Her youngest son had literally just eaten their last bite  

of food! 

This dear woman was a single mom of two boys who’d never 

needed help before. In fact, she’d done quite well . . . until she 

became seriously ill. Then, she’d missed more and more work 

and eventually lost her job. As Jane struggled to regain her 

health, her savings rapidly dwindled.

When the boys got out of school for the summer, Jane’s 

challenges intensified. She was forced to come up with 

additional meals that had previously been provided at school. 

Soon, all of their food was gone. But thanks to generous 

friends like you, we were able to help ensure she received 

urgently needed food and support that carried her through 

her crisis.

Many Families Struggle in Summer 

Unfortunately, Jane’s situation is all too common in 

Northeast Ohio. People who never expected to need help can 

be overwhelmed by an illness, an accident, a layoff, or  

another crisis.

That’s why I’m so grateful for your partnership with the 

Greater Cleveland Food Bank. You ensure struggling children 

and families receive nutritious food they simply must have. 

In their time of need, you’re here for them.

Your kindness really does make our community a better, 

more compassionate place. Thank you for all you do!

“You ensure struggling children,  
families, and seniors receive nutritious  

food they simply must have.”

Eden is Healthy & 
Strong . . . Thanks 
to You!

Though she’s only three, Piper is already making 
a difference for her hungry neighbors . . . 

Most three-year-olds take food for granted, 
but not Piper. Her parents are raising her to 
understand that having enough to eat is a 
blessing to be grateful for . . . and conversely, 
that hunger is a problem even a young child can 
help solve.

“This is my give jar,” Piper explains, holding up  
a mason jar filled with coins and small bills. 
Every time she receives her allowance or a gift, 
she puts a portion of the amount in her give 
jar. Recently, with encouragement from her 
parents, Piper chose to donate the contents to 
the Greater Cleveland Food Bank because she 
doesn’t want anyone to go hungry. 

While she says French toast is her favorite food, 
she adds: “I hope families can get strawberries 
with this.”

Way to go, Piper! Thanks to you, many hungry 
children will indeed get healthy food like 
strawberries . . . and a whole lot more.

Piper’s Give Jar

Proudly displaying 
her “give jar,” Piper 
hopes the money 
will help struggling 
families buy 
strawberries.

Your support helps feed households like the 
Camargo family at University Settlement.
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