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FOOD
for
THOUGHT

Hope is on the Table This Holiday
Thank you for
your generosity
and for helping
people who are
in desperate
need. Thank you
very much.

Life is not easy
for Julia. Though
times can be
tough, one thing
Julia can rely on
is the support of
the Food Bank and
generous friends
like you.

While this year’s holiday season will certainly look
different, families like Julia’s can still turn to the
Food Bank and our program partners for the food
to make their holiday celebrations joyful.

"I actually Googled food pantries in my area, and
that’s how I found out about Parma Christian
Church. This one came up, and I’m not far from
here," she says.

"I came to get food for the holidays. I have two
granddaughters — one is 8-years-old and the
other is 2-months-old. So now we’ll be able to
make dinner and enjoy that for a couple of days.
My favorite holiday food is turkey ... I love turkey!
Turkey and chicken are what I live off of because
I can’t eat other things because of my stomach
cancer. I’m limited in what I can and cannot eat
without getting sick."

In addition to the challenges of raising young girls,
Julia has multiple health issues that prevent her
from keeping a job.

She continues, with a smile, "Thank you for your
generosity and for helping people who are in
desperate need. Thank you very much."

"I can’t work because of my health problems — I
have COPD, stomach cancer, and heart disease.
So I pay for a lot of my medicines that insurance
won’t cover. Some months are harder than others,
but I always make sure they have enough food to
eat. I’ll do without so they’ll have food ... so we have
enough to pay our bills."
When we met Julia, she was visiting her local
food pantry to prepare for the holidays last year.

Because of your incredible generosity,
Julia and her family will be able to enjoy
a delicious, nutritious meal this holiday
season. As they gather around the table
together, they will be thankful for the
kindness of friends like YOU!

Food For Thought
Kristin Warzocha
President & CEO

I don’t think any of us could have anticipated that
we would still be facing the many challenges of
living in a pandemic. But the reality is that this is
not going away any time soon.

Our mission is to ensure that everyone has
the nutritious food they need every day.
It’s an aspirational mission under normal
circumstances ... and even more of a challenge
right now. We have a lot of work to do to serve
more clients across our community, including the
many clients who are turning to us for help for the
very first time. We served more than 47,000 new
households since January, and we know 2021 will
be busy as well.

The Food Bank continues to host drive-through
distributions in the Cleveland Municipal Parking
Lot. We handed out bags of food through our
Backpack for Kids program at double our normal
weekly rate over the summer, and continue to serve
thousands of children each week now that school
is back in session, with many of those children
attending school remotely. And of course, we’re still
packing disaster boxes for our distributions as well
as those of our agency partners.
I am so proud of every person on our staff for their
hard work and bravery. Many of the jobs at the Food
Bank can’t be done remotely, so we’ve had folks in our
distribution center every day since this pandemic.
I’m also grateful for the support of the Ohio National
Guard and the way friends have stepped up with
incredible volunteer support. This has really been an
extraordinary community-wide effort.
But we’re still in need of individuals and small
groups to volunteer. You can visit our website at
greaterclevelandfoodbank.org/volunteer to learn
more about how you can help and the additional
safety processes we’ve put in place.

As we enter the busy holiday season, I hope you’ll
remember your neighbors who are hurting and
struggling with hunger. We want to make sure
everyone has the opportunity to celebrate this
holiday season – and a big part of that is being
able to put a holiday meal on the table.
I’m thankful to be part of an incredibly generous
community, full of people like you who care and
want to help. We couldn’t do it alone. When we get
through this — and we will get through this — my
hope is that Northeastern Ohio will be an even
better place for all families to live, work and be
healthy. Thank you for caring!
With gratitude,

Serving Seniors Safely
Despite being retired for the past four years, Lisa still
works part-time as a school bus driver ... at least, she
did before the COVID-19 pandemic struck. Lisa lives with
two roommates, and they all help each other make ends
meet. But even that hasn’t been enough during these
difficult months.
Lisa was concerned about how she could get nutritious
food and still protect her health. Then a friend told her
about the Food Bank’s emergency food distributions at
Parma High School.
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Food, From Farmers Directly To Neighbors
A special thank you to Sanson Produce for going above and beyond to
help during the pandemic!
One of our dedicated vendors and partners in
this endeavor was Sanson Produce. A valued
partner and donor since 2003, Sanson Produce
understands how much hunger impacts our
neighbors here in Greater Cleveland, and we are
so grateful for all their support over the years —
as well as their hard work to make this program
run smoothly.

"Hunger is a critical issue in our community
and we’re committed to helping in any way we
can. With so many connections to donors and
organizations, the Food Bank does a tremendous
job handling donations and getting food to those
in need quickly."

-Sam Zingale, President of Sanson Produce
To help families who
have been struggling
to keep food on
the table during
the pandemic, the
Food Bank began
participating in the
Farmers to Families
Food Box Program
last May. Through
this new initiative,
the USDA purchased product from food producers,
distributors, and suppliers impacted by the
pandemic. It then goes to nonprofit organizations,
like food banks, who partner with local food vendors
to distribute boxes of produce, dairy, and meat to
families and individuals across the country.

Over the course of the summer, nearly 5.7 million
pounds of food or 246,000 boxes of produce, dairy,
and meat were distributed across Northeast
Ohio. That’s up to 13,000 households each week!
90 percent of the product was delivered directly
by Sanson to program partners for distribution
at drive-through distributions, food pantries,
and more. We are grateful to have continued this
program and provided even more fresh, nutritious
food through the end of October.

"I really enjoy vegetables. It was difficult because
when we would go look for vegetables, they wouldn’t
always be there at first. And when they were there
again, they were just so expensive. The Food Bank
helped me get the veggies I need," Lisa said.

"With everything like it is in stores right now, I find
myself being afraid sometimes to go inside. The
Food Bank’s drive-through gives me peace of mind."

Hunger is a
critical issue in
our community
and we’re
committed to
helping in any
way we can.

Thanks to your support of the Food Bank, Lisa
is able to stay on budget and get the fresh food
she loves like zucchini and eggplant. She is also
grateful for the contactless procedures at drivethrough distributions.

As the ongoing challenges posed by the
pandemic continue to affect people here in
Northeastern Ohio, the Food Bank is grateful for
the support of partners like Sanson Produce, and
dedicated friends like you. Thank you!

You are the reason seniors like Lisa — and
anyone who needs help — can get the
nourishing food they need. Thank you for
helping our community and making all of
our hungry neighbors feel welcome.
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Volunteer Spotlight:
Ray and Katie Desrochers

Ray and Katie Desrochers are newcomers to the area, having
relocated from Massachusetts to Cleveland last year when Ray
became the President & Chief Operating Officer at OnShift, a
local software company. They quickly settled into their new home
and became an integral part of our community, generously giving
back to help others.
Ray says, "We originally heard about the Food Bank from the team
at OnShift. They had been providing support for quite some time,
both via donations and volunteers. We learned about the full
extent of the Food Bank’s many programs and activities during a
New Year’s donor event we attended as a family."
Katie has since become a frequent volunteer at the Food Bank —
encouraging other family members to join her as time permits.
They have also become monthly donors because they "really
appreciate the way the Food Bank is able to turn each $1 donated
into four nutritious meals for those in need," Katie says.
Seeing how the COVID-19 pandemic has increased
unemployment, poverty, and homelessness in their new
community, Ray and Katie also encourage others to give back to
the Food Bank to fight hunger — whether that’s through financial
support or by donating time as a volunteer.

Simple
Yet Savvy
Ways to
Give This
Holiday

"Throughout our lives, we all have
times when we need a little help.
It’s a great feeling to know that
you are helping others and able to
make people’s lives better. There
is nothing more important than
making sure everyone has enough
food to eat, every day, and that no
one ever goes hungry."

Support from compassionate friends like you is the only way to continue fighting
hunger and the ripple effects of the pandemic during these challenging times.
Below are a few simple ways you can help feed more children, seniors, and
families this holiday season. You can:

• Donate appreciated stock or bonds.
• Give from your IRA even though the
Required Minimum Distribution
has been waived in the CARES Act.

*This is not tax advice.
Please consult your
advisor for your
particular scenario.

"We believe that support for the
Food Bank has never been more
important, particularly given both
the number of people in need and
the large number of local families
that have been impacted by the
ongoing pandemic," Ray says.

• Make a cash gift by check or online
at GreaterClevelandFoodBank.org.
• Recommend a grant from your
Donor Advised Fund.

To learn more about whether these giving opportunities could be right for you,
please contact Kerri Peterson-Davis, Donor Relations Officer, at
KPetersonDavis@ClevelandFoodBank.org or 216.738.2137. Thank you!

Greater Cleveland Food Bank
15500 South Waterloo Road I Cleveland, OH 44110
Phone: 216.738.2265 I Web: GreaterClevelandFoodBank.org
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