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MORGAN STANLEY GRANTS ADDITIONAL FUNDS TO THE GREATER CLEVELAND FOOD BANK WITH AWARDS NOW TOTALING $125,000
Grant Brings Needed Support to BackPack for Kids Program

Cleveland, OH —August 19, 2014— The Greater Cleveland Food Bank today announced a $25,000 grant from Morgan Stanley to fund its BackPack for Kids Program, a child hunger initiative that helps to make sure kids are fed outside of school hours.  This grant is the third gift the Greater Cleveland Food Bank has received from Morgan Stanley, bringing the total to $125,000.
The grant is part of the latest phase in Morgan Stanley’s more than $14 million commitment to Feeding America and its network of 200 local food banks that distribute millions of meals every year to children and families across the United States.  As part of the initiative, Morgan Stanley will award more than $4 million over three years to local food banks like The Greater Cleveland Food Bank to launch, expand and sustain critical childhood feeding programs. 
“We are grateful that Morgan Stanley has stepped forward yet again to fund our efforts to deliver nutritious meals to children and families in need in Greater Cleveland,” said Kristin Warzocha, VP of external affairs.  “Morgan Stanley is a terrific partner for our organization.  We are grateful for this grant and for the Morgan Stanley volunteers who show their support by spending so many hours volunteering for the Greater Cleveland Food Bank.”
The Greater Cleveland Food Bank’s BackPack for Kids Program works by putting nutritious food directly into the hands of children at risk of hunger by filling backpacks with staples such as peanut butter, milk and cereal, bread, and canned goods.  With this program, kids who are eligible to receive reduced-price or free lunch at school can get the nutrition they need, even when they are not in school over weekends or long breaks.

“We are honored to be able to help the Greater Cleveland Food Bank another time in its important fight against child hunger,” said Morgan Stanley Executive Director Thomas Russ. “Giving back to the communities where we live and work is one of Morgan Stanley’s core values.”  

Nationwide, child hunger is a critical problem.  According to the United States Department of Agriculture, nearly 16 million children in the U.S. lack consistent access to the minimum amounts of nutritious food considered necessary for a healthy life.  Feeding America’s most recent Map the Meal Gap research indicates more than one in five children in 37 states and Washington D.C. do not have access to enough nutritious food to learn, grow and thrive.
The Food Bank is the largest hunger relief organization in Northeast Ohio, providing nearly 39 million meals in 2013 to hungry people in Cuyahoga, Ashtabula, Geauga, Lake, Ashland and Richland counties.  Our mission is to ensure that everyone in our communities has the nutritious food they need every day. We do this through both food 
distribution and SNAP outreach efforts.  The best and easiest way to help is to go online: visit us at www.GreaterClevelandFoodBank.org. The general public can help by making a monetary donation. For every dollar donated, the Foodbank can provide enough food for four nutritious meals.                                                                                      
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