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40 Years, 40 Faces,
Countless Lives Changed
The Greater Cleveland Food Bank is proudly
celebrating our 40th anniversary this year — and
it’s all possible thanks to caring, compassionate
friends like you!
In 1979, a group of committed individuals created
our food bank to help our hungry neighbors. Their
vision to fight hunger in the Cleveland community
has continued for 40 years thanks to the hard
work of our founders, staff members, volunteers,
community partners, and generous friends.
As part of the celebration, we are honoring some
of the many people who have impacted our work
through our 40 Faces Campaign. Throughout
the year, the Food Bank is featuring stories of 40
different people who have impacted our mission.
You can learn more about the founders who made
it possible for us to celebrate today, families in
the communities we serve, our staff members and
volunteers who work tirelessly to serve people in
need, and the leaders who will bring us into the
future of feeding our hungry neighbors throughout
Northeast Ohio.
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You’ll see stories about
employees like Jedene
Westmoreland, a cook
in the Greater Cleveland
Miriam
Food Bank Kitchen,
whose work touches so
many lives — from clients and volunteers to her
coworkers. Jedene has worked tirelessly at the Food
Bank for more than 30 years — she’s the longeststanding employee and was recently honored as
Employee of the Year.
You’ll also learn about Miriam, who came to the
United States from Ukraine in 1992 with her family,
including children and grandchildren. Miriam and
her husband live in a senior apartment building
and regularly receive fresh produce and other
food from the Kosher Food Pantry, a partner of the
Greater Cleveland Food Bank.
These are just two of the heart-warming
stories you can read about during our 40
Faces Campaign. To see videos with Jedene
and Miriam, or to read other stories, visit
www.GreaterClevelandFoodBank.org/40Faces
throughout the next few months!

To celebrate our 40th Anniversary we’re launching a campaign to
help provide 40 Meals for 40,000 People — and we need your help.
Please make a special gift in honor of our 40th Anniversary and
help to support our mission to ensure everyone in our communities
has the nutritious food they need every day.

Food For Thought

Kristin Warzocha, President & CEO

As we celebrate our 40th
anniversary, I think a
lot about carrying on
the work of our original
founders. I am inspired by
their vision and grateful
for their leadership.

in our 40 Faces Campaign. Or Ann (page 6), a
hardworking professional mom of soon-to-be three
who has her hands full between her volunteer
commitments, career and family, but makes the
time to serve on our Board of Directors and include
us in her estate planning.

I'm thankful for the generosity of friends who
have helped us come so far these past 40 years.
In the Food Bank’s first month of operation, we
Unfortunately, we still have a long way to go. The
distributed 26,000 pounds of food to about fifteen
city of Cleveland was ranked in 2018 as having the
local hunger relief organizations. Last year, we
highest child poverty rate of any big city in the U.S. At
distributed an average of 3.8 million pounds of
partner sites this summer, we expect
food each month to nearly 1,000
to serve more than 200,000 meals to
partner programs — and two-thirds
kids who are out of school and don’t
of that was healthy, fresh produce
I’m
thankful
have access to their regular free and
and other perishable food. This is a
reduced price breakfast and lunches.
testament to the idea by our founders
for the
that food that would otherwise go
generosity of
Over the years, I’ve witnessed more
to waste could be distributed to
friends
who
working poor families coming to us
clients in need. The idea worked and
for help — where one or both parents
have
helped
each year the Greater Cleveland Food
have low-wage jobs and simply can’t
us come so far
Bank has been able to do more for
make ends meet. For those families,
our community. You can read more
these past
summer is a particularly difficult
about the Food Bank’s growth and
40 years.
time of year because they’re worrying
evolution in our commemorative 40th
about daycare expenses in addition
Anniversary Timeline.
to their other bills.
Throughout high school and college, I
That’s why I appreciate your
did a lot of volunteer work. I developed
continued support this summer and all year long to
a very strong belief that, in a country as rich as ours,
help feed local children, families and seniors. Thank
no one should go hungry. I found my first job out of
you again, and here’s to another successful 40 years
college at a local hunger relief organization called
leading the fight against hunger in Northeast Ohio.
the Harvest for Hunger Campaign, which is now led
by the Food Bank. I spent a couple of years working
With gratitude,
with that community-wide food and funds drive,
and got to know the Food Bank through that work.
I’ve been working with the Greater Cleveland Food
Bank for 18 years now, and my passion has only
grown. To be able to help everyone in our community
get the food they need every day is so meaningful.
I’ve been fortunate to work with an extraordinary
board and staff, as well as wonderful volunteers and
donors. I've also met countless clients who we've
had the opportunity to help.
I am glad to be able to highlight people like Jedene
and Miriam (cover), whose stories are featured

Kristin Warzocha
President & CEO

Kristin is featured as part of our 40 Faces Campaign.
To watch her video, go to
www.GreaterClevelandFoodBank.org/KristinWarzocha
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The Food Bank opened a Reclamation and Recovery Center in a separate
location where volunteers sorted various donated products to be
distributed by our partner agencies.

2001

Food Rescue of Northeast Ohio
The Food Bank merged with Food Rescue of Northeast
Ohio, a longtime ally and nonprofit food distributor.
Food Rescue of Northeast Ohio primarily focused on
providing fresh, frozen, and prepared food while the
Food Bank had focused on nonperishable food. With
the merger, the Food Bank was able to provide local
partner agencies with access to a wider variety of
nutritious food for their clients.

2003

The Food Bank broke ground for a new facility in October. In 2003, we
distributed 18 million pounds of food to more than 450 partner agencies
serving over 100,000 low-income individuals.
The Food Bank merged with the Greater Cleveland Committee on Hunger,
the organization that ran the annual Harvest for Hunger Campaign. Now,
the 21-county Harvest for Hunger Campaign is coordinated by the Greater
Cleveland Food Bank.

2005

OUR
BIG
MOVE!

Our new 128,000 square foot facility included a kitchen,
warehouse space, cooling facilities, repack area, and
enough space to house our entire staff, including
our Program Agency and Benefit Outreach teams.
Programs that once operated out of five different
facilities were moved under one roof! The Food Bank
distributed 20.2 million pounds of food in the first year
of operation in this facility.

2006

National Food Bank of the Year Award
Feeding America recognized our increase in services
and innovative programs with its national "Food Bank
of the Year" award.
The Children’s Nutrition Initiative was created to
serve at-risk children at times when they are most
vulnerable to hunger: after school, on weekends, and
during summer break. Programs such as the Kids Cafe
and Backpacks for Kids offered nutritious foods and
education to allow kids to live healthy, active lives.

2008

An economic recession hit America—even more families turned to our
agencies for help. We were able to meet the emergency food needs in our
community. More than 21.7 million pounds of food was distributed.

2009

The Mobile Pantry Program
This new program brought healthy, perishable foods
directly to Northeast Ohioans in underserved
communities.
The Food Bank organized its first Summer Feeding sites. More than 128,000
meals were served at 32 locations to school age children in low-income
areas when school was out.

2012

The Food Bank’s Help Center opened to provide assistance to clients over the
phone with SNAP applications and referrals to emergency food sites.

2013

The Cleveland Foodbank became the Greater Cleveland Food Bank to better
reflect our work as the largest hunger relief organization in Northeast Ohio
serving six counties.

2014

2011

The Cargill Cold Storage Center
This new space more than doubled our cold storage
capacity to 22,000 square feet to store fresh fruits,
vegetables, and other perishable foods.

2016

Senior Markets—designed for low-income seniors—were launched to provide
delivery of fresh, nutritious food to senior-specific locations. The Food
Bank also provided nutrition tips, health benefits outreach, health care
information, and screenings, to create a sense of community.

2017

The Food Bank provided 37.8 million pounds of food and helped more than
22,000 clients apply for SNAP, making 55.3 million meals available.

2018

The Food Bank’s Board approved a new three-year strategic plan. In this new
plan, the Food Bank will reach even more individuals, families and seniors
in need of our help while also beginning to measure our work in new ways
to improve client service, access to food resources and outcomes.

2019

The Food Bank celebrates
40 years of serving
hungry neighbors in
our community!

Thinking Today About
Tomorrow’s Legacy

This leader and mom
recently included
the Food Bank in
her estate planning
to ensure her
commitment to fight
hunger lives on.

Ann Aber knows that great things are possible when you work hard
to achieve your goals. This community leader and mother of soonto-be three was the first in her family to graduate from college, and
then went on to law school so she could make a difference in her
community. She says, "My parents taught me a great work ethic
and to be appreciative. We were comfortable, but I knew my parents
worked very hard for everything we had, and I never took that for
granted. One of my favorite quotes is, ‘Don’t walk around acting
like you hit a triple when you were born on third base.’ I was born
into a wonderful middle-class family in America, with all of the
opportunity in the world. I certainly worked hard to get where I am
today, but I had a starting point that many people do not."
Ann takes that same drive and determination, and has
demonstrated it in her commitment to helping the Greater
Cleveland Food Bank fight hunger for the past 10 years. "The reason
I’ve been drawn to this cause," she says, "is because food insecurity
is the by-product of a larger problem, but it remains the most
basic of needs. I feel like we can make a bigger impact by solving
the issue of hunger first, then people can focus on other issues
such as housing, healthcare, and employment. It’s heartbreaking
that families have to make difficult choices between paying bills
or purchasing food."

She serves as a board member and on various committees at the Food Bank, chairs events, and you can
often find her here volunteering with her family. "I try to instill a culture of volunteerism and philanthropy
in my children Jackson, age 7, and Piper, age 5. We hosted a food drive for Jackson’s birthday and
participate in family volunteer events at the Food Bank. I want to teach them the belief and values that we
should give to others who are less fortunate."
And not only does Ann talk about her beliefs and values, but she lives them out in her daily life. She recently
named the Greater Cleveland Food Bank as a charitable beneficiary for an unrestricted gift in her estate.
(continued on next page)

3 Ways to Plan Your Legacy
1. Bequests
Leave the Greater Cleveland
Food Bank a gift of cash,
securities or another
specified asset in your will.

2. Life Insurance
You can donate a paid-up,
or new, life insurance policy
by designating the Greater
Cleveland Food Bank as a
beneficiary.

3. Retirement Assets
Retirement assets, a profitsharing plan, a 401(k) or
403(b), or IRA retirement
assets are not only great
gifts, they also routinely
help lower taxes for your
other beneficiaries.

If you have any questions, you, your attorney or financial advisors are invited to contact our
Senior Manager of Donor Relations, Kristen Glazer, at kglazer@clevelandfoodbank.org or 216.738.2056.

"Last year I was redoing my estate
planning documents and decided that I
wanted to include the Food Bank. I hope
that, when the time comes, the Food Bank
is out of business because we eradicated
hunger in Northeastern Ohio. Sadly, I know
that will likely not be the case. But if I can
do my small part to continue the fight
when I am gone, that is the legacy I want
to leave behind."
Ann hopes that her story will encourage
others to consider the Food Bank
and join our planned giving society,
Tomorrow’s Harvest, with a gift — no
matter the size.

"Food is a fundamental need, and hunger
is an issue we can do something about.
My estate plan is something I’ve talked
about with my husband and children,
so they know why it is important to me.
I chose to make my gift unrestricted
because it’s hard to predict what the most
pressing need will be in the future, and I
trust the Food Bank will know how best
to use those funds when the time comes.
I am happy that I am able to do this, and
hope others will consider it as well."

Thank you to Everyone Who
Made This Year’s Market at
the Food Bank a Success!
Market at the Food Bank is an opportunity for friends
throughout the community to come to the Greater
Cleveland Food Bank to witness our incredible facility
and see their support in action.
This year’s event was held on Sunday, April 28 in the
Greater Cleveland Food Bank’s Distribution Center.
More than 1,000 guests came out for the evening to
listen to great music, meet local celebrities and chefs,
bid on exciting auction items, and enjoy delicious
cuisine from more than 50 of Northeast Ohio’s best
restaurants and beverage purveyors. Co-chairs of the
event were Ann Aber and Loree Vick.
Proceeds raised from the evening’s festivities benefit
the Harvest for Hunger campaign and support the
Food Bank’s mission to help alleviate hunger in our
community. Extraordinarily generous friends helped
set a new fundraising record for the event — raising
more than $347,000! We are so thankful for the hard
work of volunteers and staff to make this event
possible, the kindness of our guests who attended and
the incredible generosity of our sponsors listed below.
We couldn’t have done it without you!

Presenting Sponsors

Emerald Sponsors
Fifth Third Bank

Truline Industries, Inc.

Platinum Sponsors
Jackson and his
birthday donations

Piper and her
Give Jar

Citizens Bank
DiGeronimo Companies
Family Heritage

Lincoln Electric
SYSCO Cleveland Inc.

Gold Sponsors
Bank of America
Benesch
Cargill
CIBC
Cleveland Clinic
Cleveland Indians
Cuyahoga Community
College
Electronic Merchant
Systems

Hyatt Legal Plans
KeyBank
Lake Health
OMNOVA Solutions
Foundation
The Fedeli Group
The MetroHealth System
The Sanson Company
The Sherwin-Williams
Company

Save the Date
Taste of the Browns
September 9th, 6 p.m. – 9 p.m.
FirstEnergy Stadium

You’re invited to join the Greater
Cleveland Food Bank and the Cleveland
Browns as we tackle hunger in Northeast
Ohio. The 21st annual Taste of the Browns
will be held in the 7UP City Club Lounge at
FirstEnergy Stadium. This year’s honorary
co-chairs are chef Rocco Whalen and the
Cleveland Browns' Jarvis Landry.
We are excited to see what this season will bring for our beloved
Browns. This fantastic event takes place the evening after their first
home game against the Tennessee Titans, and we hope to continue
the celebration after their home opener win!
Help celebrate the Food Bank's 40th Anniversary, our city’s love of
sports and our unique and acclaimed culinary talents, all while
providing hundreds of thousands of meals to hungry families
throughout Northeast Ohio. You can sample delicious food from
dozens of our most talented and well-known chefs, mingle with
Cleveland Browns celebs, and bid on auction items. And the best
part is that the proceeds help the Food Bank in our fight to eliminate
hunger in our community.
This event is an annual fundraiser for the Food Bank to generate
awareness and funds for our hungry neighbors, and it has raised
more than $2.5 million since it began 21 years ago. Last year’s event
alone raised more than $300,000, providing more than 1.2 million
meals for hungry children, families, and seniors in six counties!
For more information about this year’s event or to sponsor or order
tickets, visit www.GreaterClevelandFoodBank.org/Taste or call
(216) 738-2139. We hope to see you there as we work together to
tackle hunger in our community!
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