
 
 
Walmart Foundation Awards $595,000 to Fight Hunger in Ohio 
State Giving program helps foodbanks improve outreach and increase capacity 
  
Last week representatives from Walmart in Ohio presented $595,000 worth of grants on behalf of the Walmart 
Foundation’s State Giving Program to eight non-profit organizations across Ohio to support the fight against hunger. The 
grants were awarded in a number of presentations throughout the state and will support efforts to increase local outreach, 
make healthier food more available and increase food deliveries to more individuals and families in need. 
  
“Collectively these organizations serve almost every county in Ohio with a wide range of services to ensure families and 
children have access to food,” said Doug Yost, Walmart Regional General Manager for northern Ohio. “Walmart and the 
Walmart Foundation remain committed to addressing the challenges too many families face with food insecurity and we 
appreciate the work these organizations do to make a difference.” 
  
Through the State Giving Program (SGP), the Walmart Foundation awards grants to organizations that have a long-
lasting impact on communities across the U.S. and create opportunities so people can live better. SGP grants were 
presented to the following organizations during events in Cincinnati, Cleveland, Columbus, Logan and Toledo: 
  

•         $70,000 to Akron-Canton Regional Foodbank to purchase a vehicle and increase community outreach 
•         $100,000 to Cleveland Foodbank to expand community outreach and access to services 
•         $75,000 to Second Harvest Foodbank of North Central Ohio (Lorain) to support farmers market program  
•         $50,000 to Faith Mission (Columbus) to support Healthy Hunger Relief program 
•         $100,000 to Lutheran Social Services of Central Ohio to support Healthier Foods/Finances program 
•         $50,000 to Feed Lucas County Children to purchase two delivery vans 
•         $75,000 to Hocking-Athens Perry Community Action to purchase a vehicle and increase capacity 
•         $75,000 to Freestore Foodbank, Inc. (Cincinnati) to purchase a new delivery truck 

  
“The ability to pickup and deliver fresh food safely and effectively is vital to the Freestore Foodbank and our neighbors in 
need,” said Freestore Foodbank President and CEO Kurt Reiber. “Walmart’s generosity will allow us to better serve some 
of the rural areas where food pantries are few and far between.” 
  
Last year, the Ohio State Giving Program awarded more than $1 million to local organizations such as LifeCare Alliance in 
Columbus and Foodbank Inc., in Dayton.  In Ohio, a team of local associates determine needs within each state, review 
eligible grant applications and make funding recommendations to the Walmart Foundation. 
  
To be considered for support, prospective grantee organizations must submit applications through the Walmart 
Foundation State Giving Program’s online grant application.  Eligible applicants must have a current 501(c)(3) tax-exempt 
status in order to meet the program’s minimum funding criteria.  Additional information about the program’s funding 
guidelines and application process are available online at http://foundation.walmart.com/apply-for-grants/state-giving. 
  
In 2012, Walmart and the Walmart Foundation gave more than $1 billion in cash and in-kind contributions around the 
world. This includes $1 billion in cash and in-kind gifts in the United States and $82.2 million in cash and in-kind gifts in 
international markets. In addition, Walmart, Sam’s Club and Logistics associates volunteered more than 2.2 million hours, 
generating $18 million to U.S. nonprofits.   
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