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You’re Sharing 
Hope This  

Back-to-School 
Season! 

Alisha, 
Old Brooklyn 
neighborhood
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Dear Friends of the Food Bank,

This fall, thousands of boys and girls in our community are 
back in school and ready to learn. But some children come to 
class at a disadvantage. If their parents aren’t able to provide 
balanced, nutritious meals, their little ones are at risk of a 
variety of issues: from trouble concentrating to illness and 
developmental delays.

Although free and reduced-priced meals at school are a big 
help, this resource is only available on school days. Many 
children are at risk of spending the weekend with an empty 
cupboard or missing an evening meal before bed. But every 
day, you’re changing that!

By giving to the Greater Cleveland Food Bank, you help 
combat childhood hunger with healthy, nutritious food. Where 
once children in our community may have gone to school 
Monday morning with an empty stomach, your generosity 
is helping ensure they have nutritious food through our 
Children’s Nutrition Initiatives. This programming includes 
Kids Cafes in the evening, weekend BackPacks for Kids and 
School Markets in the afternoons.

In the next few pages, you’ll hear from hunger fighters like 
Hana Mohammad, who, with your help, is able to connect boys 
and girls with the regular nourishment they need to grow into 
happy and productive citizens. You will also meet some of the 
children who benefit from your generosity.

Because kids in schools across Northeast Ohio are our future, 
I hope you’ll continue to stand with us to provide them with 
one of the basic building blocks of life — food. 

Thank you for your continued partnership. I sincerely 
appreciate all you do to help end hunger in our community. 

Sincerely,

Kristin Warzocha
President & CEO
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OUR MISSION:
Working together to ensure that everyone in our communities has the nutritious food they need every day.  

http://www.greaterclevelandfoodbank.org


Sharra Wimberly, the social worker who coordinates the 
program, says the weekly backpacks bring stability to 
children whose financial situations are often uncertain.  
At Fullerton, 100 percent of students participate in the free 
and reduced-price meal program. Sharra knows BackPacks 
for Kids helps a lot of families — especially at the end of  
the month. 

Aairionn loves the food in his backpack — he says his favorite 
item is the sunflower seeds. And, knowing that you’re 
watching out for him and his family means a lot to Aairionn. 
Before he heads home with today’s bag of food, he expresses 
his gratitude for you.

“Thanks!” Aairionn says. “The food is helpful to my family.”
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Every time you make a gift to the Greater Cleveland Food 
Bank, you’re not just helping provide food — you’re changing 
lives. In Aairionn’s case, you’re setting the foundation for a 
bright and successful future. 

When 7-year-old Aairionn — a first-grader at Fullerton 
Elementary — grows up, he hopes to be a doctor. He plans  
to pursue medicine because he cares about the well-being  
of others. 
 
“I want to be able to help people stop being sick,” he says. 

To reach this goal, Aairionn knows he’ll need to study hard. 
But it can be tough to concentrate in class when he doesn’t 
get enough to eat. If it weren’t for your partnership, Aairionn 
would be at risk of missing meals when he goes home at the 
end of the week.  
 
Because of your support, the Greater Cleveland Food Bank is 
able to partner with Aairionn’s school through BackPacks for 
Kids — a critical tool in the fight against childhood hunger. 
Through the program, Aairionn receives plenty of nutritious, 
kid-friendly food to take home each Friday afternoon. 

“This food is helpful 
to my family.”

Aairionn, 
South Broadway neighborhood

Thanks to You, Children 
Can Follow Their Dreams 
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Thank You For Helping Our Community Succeed!

The 25th annual Harvest for Hunger campaign set a new 
record, collecting over $4.9 million and more than 360,000 
pounds of food to provide 20 million nutritious meals for 
local food pantries and soup kitchens. 

Nearly 600 companies, schools, nonprofits and governmental 
entities in Northeast Ohio participated by running food and 
fund drives this year, raising over $1.4 million.  

In addition, Check Out Hunger, a cashier-led fundraising effort 
in grocery stores across the region, during March, raised over 
$1.4 million. Buehler’s, Fisher Foods, Giant Eagle, Heinen’s and 
Dave’s collected gifts from customers at their cash registers 
for the Harvest for Hunger campaign. 

Special awards were presented to companies and schools 
that went above and beyond the call of duty during this 
year’s campaign.
                       

The Bag of Hope Award, which is given to companies that 
have 200 or more employees, was presented to Thompson 
Hine.  Together, they raised more than $15,000! 

The Edmond V. Worley Award, named after the founding 
director of the Greater Cleveland Food Bank, is given to 
organizations with fewer than 200 employees and was 
presented to AXA Advisors. AXA Advisors has been a long-time 
supporter of Harvest for Hunger and raised nearly $7,000!

The Rory Borgio Award is presented to a remarkable school that 
is working to improve their community. This year’s award goes 
to Hilliard Elementary School in Rocky River. Students, teachers 
and administrators succeeded in raising more than $4,000!

Our thanks and congratulations go out to our partners in this 
effort as well as our volunteer leaders: Bernie Moreno, Joe 
DiRocco, Mayor Frank Jackson and Armond Budish, Cuyahoga 
County Executive.

25th ANNUAL HARVEST FOR HUNGER 
CAMPAIGN SETS NEW RECORD 
Raising 20 Million Meals Save the Date –  

Taste of the Browns
18th Annual Celebrity Dinner 
September 19
6 p.m. – 9 p.m.  
at FirstEnergy Stadium

Join the Greater Cleveland 
Food Bank and the Cleveland 
Browns as we tackle hunger 
in Northeast Ohio at the 18th 

annual Taste of the Browns at FirstEnergy Stadium. This event 
celebrates our city’s love of its sports team and our culinary 
talents, all while providing hundreds of thousands of meals 
for hungry Northeast Ohioans. To purchase tickets go to  
www.GreaterClevelandFoodBank.org/Taste.

Ashley and her daughter Abby are thankful 
for the meat, canned goods and produce 
they received from St. Michael the 
Archangel – St. Procop Pantry Program

Edward takes home fresh salad and other 
healthy foods from St. Vincent de Paul 
Ozanam Center in Old Brooklyn, OH

Selina and her son, Cartier, receive fresh 
vegetables at a food distribution in 
Cleveland's Garden Valley neighborhood

Jaya helps load her family's car with 
healthy groceries at Garden Valley 
Neighborhood House

September is Hunger Action Month!
This September, the Greater 
Cleveland Food Bank participates 
in Hunger Action Month. Local 
concerts, volunteer opportunities, 
and the annual Taste of the 
Browns raise support for the 
hundreds of thousands of 
individuals living on the brink of hunger across Northeast Ohio. 
In doing so, the Greater Cleveland Food Bank joins more than 
200 other food banks in the Feeding America network that 
conduct similar events across the country. 

Hunger Action Month creates awareness of the issue of 
hunger and serves as a call to all Americans to get involved 
locally to bring an end to hunger right in your hometown. You 
too can help by visiting www.GreaterClevelandFoodBank.org 
to make a donation or to sign up to volunteer. 

UPCOMING EVENTS
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Dunkin’ Donuts is a valuable partner in the fight against 
hunger in Northeast Ohio. Their involvement with the Food 
Bank began back in 2007 through regular volunteer efforts, 
and during the past decade, the company’s support has 
grown significantly.

In 2014, Dunkin’ Donuts began participating in the Harvest for 
Hunger campaign. Now each spring, employees at stores in 
Cleveland, Akron, Lorain and Youngstown ask people if they’d 
like to donate, and in exchange, they provide coupons for 
bagged coffee.  

Because franchises are locally operated, Tommie Dennison, 
field marketing manager for Dunkin’ Brands, Inc., says store 
owners get really excited about the impact their fundraising 
efforts make in the community. Owners’ and their employees’ 
enthusiasm is obvious in the numbers — local stores have 
raised nearly $79,000 to date!

Dunkin’ Brands throws an employee party for stores that raise 
at least $1,000 through Harvest for Hunger, and Tommie says 
their local efforts exceeded corporate expectations. 

“We were thinking that five or six stores would reach the 
$1,000 mark, but we had 18!” she says.

Dunkin’ Donuts also supports the Food Bank’s year-end 
Double Your Dollar Day fundraising telethon. In addition 
to matching donors’ gifts, raising awareness and sending 
volunteers, the company provided a tasty breakfast at WKYC 
studios this past December.

Earlier this year, the Dunkin’ Donuts & Baskin-Robbins 
Community Foundation made a $20,000 gift to the Greater 
Cleveland Food Bank in support of our BackPacks for Kids 
program. This generous contribution will help children 
thrive during the school year with healthy food to eat over 
the weekend.
 
“There’s nothing greater than knowing you’re making a 
difference in a child’s life,” Tommie says. “Something as 
simple as making sure a child has a meal goes a long way.”

We are so grateful for Dunkin’ Brands’ commitment to hunger 
relief in our community. On behalf of those we serve together, 
thank you for your gracious partnership!
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Join Tomorrow’s Harvest
Tomorrow’s Harvest is a society that recognizes  individuals 
who have included the Greater Cleveland Food Bank in their 
estate plans through a will, trust, annuity, life insurance 
gift or other legacy gift. Through these special gifts, our 
supporters are able to make a significant difference in our 
community, even beyond their lifetimes. Because, as long 
as there are hungry people in Northeast Ohio, the Greater 
Cleveland Food Bank will be here to feed them. 

To learn more about how your generosity could make an 
impact for generations to come, please reach out to our 
Strategic Gifts Manager, Kristen Schmidt Glazer, at  
216-738-2056 or kglazer@ClevelandFoodBank.org. 

Dunkin’ Donuts 
Helps Fight Hunger!

http://www.greaterclevelandfoodbank.org
http://www.greaterclevelandfoodbank.org
mailto:kglazer%40ClevelandFoodBank.org?subject=Tomorrow%27s%20Harvest
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A Grandmother 
Can Feed Her 
Grandkids, 
Thanks to You    

Renee is a retired school administrator who’s helping raise 
her three active grandkids — Alex, 9, Casey, 11, and Patricia, 15.* 
They can be a handful sometimes, but she still loves each of 
them dearly. 

“They keep me busy!” Renee says, with a laugh. 

During the day, the children’s mother works long hours caring 
for senior citizens at a nearby residential facility. She’s saving 
up so she and her kids can move into their own place. Until 
that day comes, they’ll continue to stay with Renee. 

Stretching Renee’s fixed retirement income and her 
daughter’s small paychecks has been a challenge for the 
family. At the grocery store, she sometimes has trouble 
affording enough healthy food to prepare balanced meals. 

Because she knows her grandchildren need good nutrition 
to focus on their studies, Renee began visiting University 
Settlement Hunger Center, her local Food Bank partner 
agency, for help with groceries. With each visit to the Hunger 
Center, she’s able to stock up on items she can use to make 
the children’s favorite meals — like salads, chicken with 
noodles and vegetables.

In addition to the shelf-stable foods she receives, Renee is 
able to pick up fresh fruits and vegetables from the Greater 
Cleveland Food Bank mobile pantry that regularly visits the 
Hunger Center.

The healthy food also gives the kids energy for their athletics 
— Casey’s on the basketball team and Patricia is a dancer. 
All three help out with laundry, cooking and housekeeping — 
Renee says they’re really responsible. She’s so grateful that 
when their mom comes home from work, the family can sit 
down together to enjoy a full table — all because of generous 
friends like you.  

“Thank you,” Renee says. “It’s really helpful, especially when 
you have kids in the house.”

*Children’s names have been changed. 

“Things like this really  
help us out.”

“It’s really helpful, 
especially when you have 

kids in the house.” 

Renee, 
Slavic Village 
neighborhood
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Since late 2013, Hana Mohammad has worked as the site 
coordinator for the Horizon Education Centers after-school 
program at Charles A. Mooney Middle School. Now that 
another school year is underway, she’s back to helping 
dozens of hungry kids each weekday afternoon through the 
Kids Cafe program. 

The food is provided in partnership with the Greater Cleveland 
Food Bank, but it wasn’t always that way. About two years ago, 
the school struggled to feed everyone enrolled in the after-
school program. 

“[The kids] used to say how hungry they were,” Hana recalls.

15500 South Waterloo Road

Cleveland, OH 44110

GreaterClevelandFoodBank.org
216.738.2265

“I appreciate that you’re able 
to provide for this program.”

Your Support Provides 
Needed After-School Meals

Connect with the  
Greater Cleveland Food Bank!

Facebook “f ” Logo RGB / .eps Facebook “f ” Logo RGB / .eps

Allison and 
Hannah, 
Old Brooklyn 
neighborhood

Today, with a boost of energy from the healthy, filling snacks, 
the children Hana serves are more prepared to do their 
homework, receive tutoring and play. This is a huge help 
to Hana, who says the food keeps kids focused, with fewer 
behavior problems when she and the teachers see them.  

But the story doesn’t end at Mooney Middle School. With your 
partnership, the Food Bank is able to work closely with many 
other after-school and summer child feeding sites like the Kids 
Cafe Hana manages. Through Kids Cafe, BackPacks for Kids and 
our new School Markets program, we’re working to ensure no 
child has to experience the pain of an empty stomach.

As she prepares to go home after another successful day of 
feeding young minds — and stomachs — Hana thanks you for 
making all this possible. 

“I appreciate that you’re able to provide for this program,” Hana 
says. “I don’t know where we would turn without it.”   
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