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This holiday 
season…every 
meal is a gift!
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Dear Friends of the Food Bank,

This holiday season, I want to express my sincere gratitude 
for you standing with our hungry neighbors. Thanks to your 
gifts, thousands of Northeast Ohioans are able to put good, 
nutritious food on the table every day. 

With your help, over the past year, we were able to provide 
more than 47 million meals to those in need.

I’m thrilled by what our donors, volunteers and other Food 
Bank partners have been able to accomplish together in 2015, 
but we must remember that the year’s not over yet...

Today, as many of us prepare to share holiday meals with 
family and friends, there are tens of thousands of children, 
families and seniors in Northeast Ohio who are still at risk of 
going hungry. 

The holidays are a busy time at the Greater Cleveland Food 
Bank, and your help ensures we’re able to meet the need 
by supporting our diverse mix of feeding programs for our 
neighbors of all ages. This means the world to struggling 
mothers like Marlene, who you’ll meet on page 7 of this special 
holiday issue of Food for Thought. 
 
With a new year rapidly approaching, I hope you’ll continue to 
help as we connect our neighbors in need with healthy food.

Thank you so much for your partnership. Your generosity on 
behalf of fellow Northeast Ohioans is an inspiration to so 
many people! 

Happy Holidays,

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

OFFICERS
BOARD CHAIR
Shirley Stineman, Northeast Ohio Media Group

SECRETARY  
Darnell Brown, City of Cleveland

TREASURER
Joan U. Allgood, Joan U. Allgood Co., LPA 

VICE CHAIR 
Carrie Carpenter, Citizens Bank   VICE CHAIR
Anthony C. Rego, Giant Eagle, Inc. 

DIRECTORS
Patricia Ackerman, Chalkdust Education   
 Foundation
Kristen Baird Adams, PNC
Micki Byrnes, WKYC TV-3
Loren Chylla, The Adcom Group
Reverend Jawanza Colvin, Olivet Institutional   
 Baptist Church
William H. Coquillette
John R. Corlett, Center for Community Solutions 
John Cymanski, Heinen’s, Inc. 
Jim Francis 
Anita Gray, Anti-Defamation League
Wayne Hill, University of Akron
Dave Jenkins, Cleveland Browns
Amy Kaplan, Jewish Federation of Cleveland 
Lou Keim, The Centers for Families and Children
Kristin Kirkpatrick,MS, RD, LD, Cleveland Clinic
Richard Maxfield, Cargill Deicing Technology
Cynthia Moore-Hardy, Lake Health
Nick Orlando, Jr., Orlando Baking Company
John Sauerland, Progressive, Inc.
Felton Thomas, Cleveland Public Library
Ann Weinzimmer, Eaton Corporation

 
PRESIDENT AND CEO
Kristin Warzocha 

2

OUR MISSION:
Working together to ensure that everyone 

in our communities has the nutritious 
food they need every day.  
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special treat — a delicious meal of pork chops and vegetables 
for her and Charles’ wedding anniversary. 

There are thousands of hardworking mothers and fathers just 
like Amanda and Charles who want to ensure their children 
always have enough to eat, and you make that possible with 
every gift you make to the Food Bank. 

Although Amanda and Charles aren’t sure when they’ll be 
back on solid financial footing, they’re grateful for your 
support, which makes going hungry something they no longer 
worry about. 

“Thank you,” Amanda says. “Without this, we’d literally just 
scrape by.”   

3

Amanda and Charles have one child, 14-month-old Anthony, 
and are expecting their second in just a few weeks. Both 
parents work hard to provide for their growing family, but they 
don’t earn much and are having a hard time paying for basic 
expenses — like healthy food. 

During the day, Amanda goes to her job as a manager at a 
local retailer while Charles cares for young Anthony. In the 
evenings, they switch roles while Charles works the late shift 
at another store. 

No matter how many hours they both put in, the couple is 
still living paycheck to paycheck. Amanda says that to save 
money, they often have no choice but to buy the cheapest, 
least nutritious items at the store. 
 
“We want to eat healthy, but lately, it’s been a lot of 
Hamburger Helper,” she admits. 

Thankfully, a friend told the couple about Middlefield United 
Methodist Church, a Greater Cleveland Food Bank partner 
agency near their home. Here, they’re able to find plenty of 
fresh produce, which Amanda uses to make the wholesome, 
balanced meals her family loves. Just recently, this included a 

Thank You for 
Helping Neighbors 
Fill Empty Tables

“Without this, we’d literally  
just scrape by.”  

Amanda, Anthony and Charles,
Middlefield, OH
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Neavah, 
Puritas neighborhood
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Noemy, 
Detroit-Shoreway 
neighborhood

Thank You for Your Generosity This Holiday Season! 

Latrel, 
East Cleveland

Dezire, 
Solon, OH

Audrey, 
Solon, OH

Cleveland Browns Help Fight Hunger

In early November, nearly 40 volunteers collected food and 
donations at the annual Cleveland Browns food drive. Staff 
and players also volunteered at the Food Bank in November 
and supported our holiday fundraising efforts. The Browns are 
supportive year-round by hosting this drive, as well as Taste of 
the Browns, which raised just over $224,000. These generous 
donations will allow the Greater Cleveland Food Bank to 
provide more than 916,000 nutritious meals to those in need. 
Thank you!

Lift Up America, Tyson Foods and the 
Cleveland Indians Give Back!

In September, Lift Up America and the Cleveland Indians 
teamed up with Tyson Foods, Inc. to help bring the gift of 
nutritious food to those in need at Progressive Field. More 
than 40,000 pounds of protein were distributed to Greater 
Cleveland Food Bank member programs, which will provide 
more than 33,000 meals to hungry people in Northeast Ohio. 
Thank you!

Volunteers load up the vehicles with the donated chicken at the 
annual Tyson Lift Up America donation at Progressive Field.

This year’s fundraiser featured 30 of the region’s finest restaurants 
and chefs, and more than 1,000 attendees. Pictured here are honorary 

event co-chairs, Cleveland Browns Two-Time Pro Bowl CB Joe Haden and 
former Browns Linebacker and current Judge of the Cuyahoga County 

Court of Common Pleas, Dick Ambrose.

http://www.greaterclevelandfoodbank.org


This year marks a major milestone for the Greater Cleveland 
Food Bank — we are celebrating a decade of residency here 
at our facility on South Waterloo Road! In reflecting on the 
past 10 years of work and growth, it’s clear we wouldn’t be at 
our current capacity without Anthony Rego and our friends at 
Giant Eagle.

In recognition of the support and guidance of Anthony Rego 
and Giant Eagle, the Greater Cleveland Food Bank is proud to 
establish the Anthony Rego Community Impact Award. This 
award will honor those who have gone above and beyond to 
bring positive change and long-term growth in support of the 
Food Bank’s mission.

Anthony joined the Food Bank in the fight against hunger 
about 25 years ago. He’s served on our board and supported 

our work both personally and through Giant Eagle, where he’s 
currently the vice chairman. And when the Food Bank outgrew 
our former facility, he agreed to chair our capital campaign.

It’s because of Anthony’s knowledge and leadership that we 
were able to build the exceptional distribution center we now 
call home. His team used their logistical savvy to identify how 
much space was needed at the time while also planning for 
expansion. For example, they advised us to lay freezer flooring 
beyond the walls of our original freezer space with the future 
in mind. When we expanded our freezer/cooler last year, the 
appropriate ground was ready and waiting. 

Giant Eagle is also our largest food donor and most generous 
partner in the Harvest for Hunger campaign. Over the past 
three years, its Check-Out Hunger effort has raised more 
than $3 million to provide needed meals! Anthony says it 
feels great to hear that number and he credits the success 
to Giant Eagle employees, who find creative ways to help with 
fundraising.

“The check-out line is where the rubber meets the road in this 
campaign, and our people are ingenious,” he says with pride.

We are truly grateful to Anthony and Giant Eagle for their 
long legacy of dedicated support. Through the years, 
Anthony says he’s heard many stories of hope from 
neighbors facing challenges. It’s those stories that inspire 
his incredible generosity.

“When someone has a car break down and can’t get to work, or 
a health issue or some other crisis, the Food Bank is a source 
of hope,” he says. “It’s great to know there are agencies that will 
provide food while they work to get back on their feet.”
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Join Tomorrow’s Harvest
Tomorrow’s Harvest is a society that recognizes  individuals who have included the Greater Cleveland Food Bank in 
their estate plans through a will, trust, annuity, life insurance gift or other legacy gift. Through these special gifts, our 
supporters are able to make a significant difference in our community, even beyond their lifetimes. Because, as long as 
there are hungry people in Northeast Ohio, the Greater Cleveland Food Bank will be here to feed them. 

To learn more about how your generosity could make an impact for generations to come, please contact Stacey 
McKinley, Senior Manager of Strategic Gifts at 216-738-2056 or smckinley@ClevelandFoodBank.org. 

“The Food Bank is a  
source of hope.” 

Capital Campaign Chair Anthony Rego speaking at the 
grand opening of the Food Bank’s new facility in 2005

Anthony Rego 
Community Impact 
Award Established
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Marlene’s never been comfortable asking for handouts. But when 
she realized her family wouldn’t be able to eat without help, she 
spoke to a church friend who referred her to the Parma Hunger 
Center, a Greater Cleveland Food Bank partner agency. 

“I always used to give to places like this,” she says. “It’s hard 
to be on the other side.” 

Marlene works odd jobs, while her husband has more steady 
employment with a supply delivery company. The couple has 
three daughters — Gillina, 13, Allison, 15, and Katie, 19. The two 
younger girls are still at home while their oldest studies film 
in college a few hours away. 

The family’s financial troubles began when Marlene took a leave 
of absence from her secretary job so that she could take Allison, 
who has health issues, to her many doctor appointments. 
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A Struggling 
Family Has Hope, 
Thanks to You 

When Marlene left her job, she fully intended to return at a 
later date. But when she tried to return to the job that she’d 
held for years, she was told she was no longer qualified 
without a college degree.   

Today, between her husband’s paychecks and the occasional 
house-cleaning job, Marlene knows her family would be lost 
without the food they receive through the Hunger Center — a 
resource that wouldn’t be available without your generosity.  

This help means even more now that the holidays are 
almost here. In the coming months, Marlene’s two younger 
daughters will be out of school for several days, and it gives 
her great comfort to know she won’t have to skip meals 
to keep them both fed. She can even look forward to the 
holidays this year, knowing she’ll be able to fill her family’s 
table with a beautiful meal.

“Thank you for helping the people who need it,” she says, 
grateful for your generous gifts. 

“Thank you for helping the 
people who need it.” 

Allison and Marlene,
Parma, OH

Every meal is a gift.
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Unwilling to let her fear take over, Jaye reached out to her local 
Greater Cleveland Food Bank partner agency, Solon Rotary 
Pantry, which hosts a monthly Mobile Pantry at Church of 
the Resurrection in Solon. As a very health-conscious parent, 
Jaye loves being able to take home fresh fruits and veggies — 
items she can’t often afford on her limited budget — to make 
balanced, wholesome meals for her kids. 

Today, Jaye’s family has a much more secure future because 
you choose to give. With your help, Jaye’s able to focus her 
energy on finishing a business and communications degree, 
which she hopes to use to open a restaurant that specializes 
in serving healthy food. She can’t wait to get started, but 
right now, she has other, more immediate plans that need her 
attention. 

With the holidays about to begin, Jaye is preparing to enjoy a 
delicious meal with her children, sister, nieces and nephews. 
She’s so grateful she’s able to help fill the dinner table with 
some of her family’s favorite dishes — all thanks to generous 
and compassionate neighbors like you. 
 
“Thank you from the bottom of my heart,” Jaye says. “As a 
parent, it feels good to have this resource.” 

15500 South Waterloo Road

Cleveland, OH 44110

GreaterClevelandFoodBank.org
216.738.2265

Jaye is so proud of her two children. Her oldest, Sean, is a 
math whiz who just returned from an “invention convention” 
for young scientists in Cleveland. Meanwhile, Janasia, her 
preschooler, is learning Spanish at Head Start and making 
real progress. 

You wouldn’t know it by looking at them, but this smiling, 
affectionate family has struggled with hunger for a few 
years now.  

Just before Janasia was born, Jaye was laid off from her job at 
a local community college. That same week, she was involved 
in a car accident. As she reflected on her mounting expenses, 
Jaye began to panic. With no income, how would she pay for 
essentials like groceries? 

“There’s not a worse feeling than not knowing how your 
family’s going to eat,” Jaye says. 

“Thank you from the bottom  
of my heart.” 

Jaye,  Janasia and Sean,
Solon, OH

Your Gifts  
Are Spreading 
Holiday Cheer  

Connect with the  
Greater Cleveland Food Bank!
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